SUMMARY
The preference for feeding in 5 soybean varieties of two species of leaf beetles, D. speciosa (Germar) and C. arcuata (Oliv.) (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae) was tested at Campinas, State of São Paulo, Brazil, under greenhouse conditions, in a free choice type of experiment. Two Brazilian commercial soybean varieties Santa Rosa and Paraná, were compared with the PI 227 687, PI 229 358 and PI 171 451.
The PI 227.687 was less preferred for feeding by D. speciosa than the commercial varieties and the other two PIs were intermediate.
The C. arcuata leaf beetle showed a significant preference for young leaves of the variety Santa Rosa over the young leaves of PI 227.687, but in general there was no conspicuous feeding preference for the commercial varieties as much as there was for D. speciosa.
